
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ESSAY COMPETITION 

 
The BRAMUN Essay Competition invites students to engage critically with 
some of the most pressing global issues of our time. Participants will choose 
one of four thought-provoking prompts and submit a concise academic 
essay of up to 500 words. 

The competition values originality, strong argumentation, and the effective 
use of academic evidence. Essays should directly address the chosen 
question, consider counterarguments, and demonstrate clarity of thought 
and structure. To ensure fairness and academic integrity, all submissions must 
be original work and adhere strictly to BRAMUN’s Artificial Intelligence Policy. 
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
& COMPETITION GUIDELINES 

 

Topic Selection 
Participants must choose one (1) of the following essay prompts: 

1.​ Has the United Nations outlived its usefulness? 

2.​ Is the world entering a new Cold War? 

3.​ Should billionaires be banned? 

4.​ Should artificial intelligence be used to assist in judicial 
decision-making? 

The selected topic must be restated as a header at the beginning of 
the essay. Essays that do not directly address one of the prescribed 
topics will be automatically disqualified. 

 

Submission Guidelines 

Submissions open on January 16th, 2026, and must be submitted no 
later than 23:59 (GMT −3) on Sunday, March 1st, 2026. 

Essays must be submitted as a PDF file and sent via email to 
bramun.secgen@gmail.com. 

Each submission must: 

●​ Address only one of the prescribed questions 

●​ Not exceed 500 words 

●​ Be written in English or Portuguese 

The use of diagrams, tables, and appendices is discouraged but 
permitted. Captions do not count toward the word limit. 

In order to participate in the essay competition, the applicant must 
physically attend the BRAMUN 2026 conference.  
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File Format  

The PDF file must be named using the following format: 

First and Last Name – School – Prompt Number 

Example:​
Jorge Marder – International School of Curitiba – 4 

Submissions that do not follow this naming convention will be rejected. 

 

Artificial Intelligence Policy 

All submissions must be entirely original work. The use of artificial 
intelligence tools is strictly prohibited, including but not limited to: 

1.​ ChatGPT 

2.​ Perplexity AI 

3.​ Gemini AI 

4.​ Any other form of generative artificial intelligence 

AI tools may not be used to write, organize, edit, or significantly revise 
the essay. Citing AI-generated content is not permitted and will not be 
accepted. 

BRAMUN maintains a strong commitment to academic excellence. 
Submissions will be rigorously reviewed, and potential AI usage may be 
monitored using tools such as ZeroGPT, GPTZero, Turnitin, and manual 
review processes. Any contestant found in violation of this policy will 
have their submission automatically disqualified. 
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Citations & Academic Integrity 

All sources must be cited in APA format, and the use of in-text citations 
is strongly recommended. 

 

Assessment Criteria 

Essays will be evaluated based on: 

●​ Depth and accuracy of understanding of the chosen topic 

●​ Effective use of relevant academic evidence 

●​ Persuasiveness and coherence of argumentation 

●​ Clear structure and engaging writing style 

Essays that fail to address counterarguments or diverse perspectives 
are unlikely to score highly. 

Candidates are expected to respond to their chosen prompt clearly, 
directly, and analytically. 

 

Key Dates 

●​ Submission Opens: January 16th, 2026 

●​ Submission Deadline: March 1st, 2026 (23:59 GMT −3) 

 

For the Winner:  

The essay selected as the winner of the competition will receive an 
official BRAMUN Award, along with a material prize to be 
announced at a later date. 
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Questions 

Any inquiries regarding the essay competition should be directed to 
bramun.secgen@gmail.com. 
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